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GPO IN THE CIVIL WAR

Early in the Civil War, two companies of militia were formed of GPO
employees, given time for drill and training, and set to guard the Office at
night. They were Company F (printers) and Company G (bookbinders) of

the so-called Interior Department Regiment



THE INTERIOR DEPARTMEN'T

REGIMENT

* Documentation 1s scant, but
volunteer militia regiments
were common throughout
the war, in the interest of
protecting the capital city:

e Pictured atleft are Treasury
Regiment officers




GPOS OWN

The story of Company F and
Company G comes from the first

published history of the agency, by
R.W. Kerr, 1381.

It lists the men who comprised both
companies.
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COMPANY ¥
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS

Captain—/ames Lnglish; First Lieutenant— William MeLeo:
Second Lieutenant— Charles F. Lowry.

NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS,

Sergeants— Daniel Harbaugh, Norval -W King, *Charles D.
Parsons, and John Miller

Corporals—Richard Cronin, 4. G. Seaman, *William L. Scott,

and Thomas Harper.
PRIVATES,

Mortimer, H.
Mackey, S. A
Malone, 7.

Burnham, E. T

wen, G, W Gordon, Georg

Hall, G. W Pittman, F. C.
Hurley, . Porter, R. A.
Hough, Chas. B, Parsons, A. M.
Baum, Win. R Hough, J. M. F. Robinson, C. W,
Burnside, John Hall, F. O, Rose, Fesse
,J. H Hinchey, James. Raser, Thos. M
Tardella, L. A *Reed, Oliver H
Jones, W, T Robinson, W
Judge, J. J Rodgers, A
Cook, 4 Judge, J. G *Spedden, E. M
Clements, L. I Johnson, Joseph “Schell, C. W
Charles, nes, F. . *Stitt, F. B
Christine, H. A Jackson, Basil Stitt, F. U
Crandall, Ketcham, 0. ( Shay, W. C.
E Kelly, R Sheer, C
H. Kelly, Wm. B Shoematker, ¥. K.
Callinan, Lot Larcombe, John *Spottswood, J. M. A.
Chew, porte, Sample, D. S
Carrier, A. L, Lincoln, M. T Smith, C. B.
Davis, Madison McNeir, G. A. R Scholfield, John,
Davis, S. A Maloney, W. W Tomlinson, J. S.
Davison, H. T McPherson, C. 1) Zaylor, Robert.
Defrees, Rollin McElwee, S, Woodward, M. R
De Vaugin, C. . MacMurray, F Waters, F. ]
DeCanidry, W. A Melvin, 5. Wil seph.
Donaldson, J. A McGonegal, §. Wadsworth, Geo,
Edmonston, E. H. Malone, E Walker, H.
Forbes, G, C. Murphy, M.
Fowler, Wm. D. Maher, Thos, T
Frizzell, Wm. . * Metcalf, John
Fleming, Wi McKenney, Fames Wiber, D.
McNamara, Thos, Whaley, 5. C. C.

McNamee, Patrick Whitaker, John.




EARLY’S ATTEMPT

* In the summer of 1864,
_ P& 7 Confederate General Jubal
e PR A el : A. Early made an approach
" L on Washington from the
northwest, first engaging

| b (a5 Union forces just south of
Lol Frederick, Maryland at the
ol Monocacy Junction. The
| small Union force, under
| General Lew Wallace, was
; : “« e defeated and Early’s troops

moved southeast on July 10.



EARLY’S ATTEMPT

 OnlJuly 11, 1864 Early’s
forces reached the
vicinity of Fort Stevens,
one of the 67 forts
surrounding
Washington, near the
present-day site of
Walter Reed Medical
Center.




JULY 11, 1864

"« % ¢ The news that Early had
defeated Wallace’s forces at
Monocacy caused panic 1n
Washington, and every
available person, including
the many ad hoc mulitia
regiments, was called to the
defense of Washington.



GPOS OWN

* GPO Company F was
mustered into service, given
weapons, and marched
across the Anacostia
(probably across the Eastern
Branch Bridge, at right) to
“the vicinity of the insane
asylum, ” St. Elizabeth’s
Hospital in Southeast.
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JULY 11, 1864

They were probably at Fort Stanton, which overlooks the confluence of the

Anacostia and Potomac, on the heights of Anacostia just west of St.
Elizabeth’s




JULY 12, 1863

By July 12, Grant’s 6th Corps had arrived in Washington by boat and
marched imme diately to EFt. Stevens. Skirmishing continued through the
heat of the day, but when night fell Early’s forces retreated, crossing the

Potomac at White’s Ferry near Leesburg, VA.




GPO’S FIRST
VETERANS

Following the Confederate retreat, life
in wartime Washington returned to
normal. After being encamped at Ft.
Stanton for one night GPO Company
F, our first veterans, returned to their

work in Swampoodle.




